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Nicasio Reservoir, Marin County, 1976

This morning’s itinerary

 Looking back on IRWM
 Looking forward to climate resilience
 Some closing musings
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Bay Area IRWMP

The Bay Area Integrated Regional Water 
Management Plan is a nine-county effort 
to address the following critical needs: 
• Promote environmental, economic and 

social sustainability
• Improve water supply reliability and 

quality
• Improve regional flood management
• Protect and improve watershed health 

and function and Bay water quality
• Create, protect, enhance, and maintain 

environmental resources and habitats



Integrated Regional Water Management
48 Regional Water Management Groups



Human Right
to Water

AB 685 (2012)

• Calif. first in nation to 
recognize this right

• One million 
Californians affected

• “Every human being 
has the right to safe, 
clean, affordable, 
and accessible water 
adequate for human 
consumption, 
cooking, and sanitary 
purposes.”

Small Community 
Drought Relief Program 
August-September 2021



Bay Area Watershed

Bay Area Blending/Exchange



October 7, 2021





“Politicians discussing global warming”
Isaac Cordal



+

BY 2100

Projected Statewide Impacts 



Climate Change Water Adaptation White Paper (2008)





https://digitalcommons.law.ggu.edu/gguelj/vol7/iss2/5/
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resilience
Climate risk disclosure

As a trustee and an investor of scarce taxpayer dollars, 
here are some voluntary questions we ask our grantees—
and perhaps you should, too?

• Is there a primary point of contact for climate change? 
• Is there a strategic business plan that considers climate 

change?
• Has the organization adopted any policies or made any 

formal public statements about climate change?
• Has the organization conducted a climate change 

vulnerability assessment? 
• How would you describe your organization’s capacity to 

adapt to the impacts of climate change? 

References:  AB 1482; AB 2800; EO B-30-15; CPUC  Rulemaking 18-04-019, Decision 20-08-046 



resilience

Beyond disclosure—action

• Carbon sequestration opportunities
• Adaptability of a project to a 

changing climate
• Contribution of the project to community 

and regional resilience 



“The control of floods, 
like the utilization of water, demands 

integrated regional planning and control.”

Carey McWilliams, 1949







Integrated Regional Water Management 
(IRWM) Planning Act passed - 2002

Purpose - encourage voluntary collaborative 
partnerships to plan and advance integrated 
watershed- based solutions across political 
boundaries to achieve multiple benefits

Numerous accomplishments in two decades, 
helped by $1.5 billion in voter-approved state 
investments matched 4:1 by local 
communities

Successful engagement of underrepresented 
communities and Tribes in local governance 
and grant application processes

How can we build on these 
investments and foundation to lead 
us into a climate resilient future?

IRWM 20th Anniversary: 2022 



IRWM 20th Anniversary:  2022





John T. Andrew, P.E.
Deputy Director

Department of Water Resources
(916) 651-9657

jandrew@water.ca.gov
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