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Evolution of adaptive management

Mike Healey, Revisiting the Foundations and Planning for the Future

Ecosystem Restoration Program (2000)

CALFED Bay Delta Authority (2008)

Delta Plan (2013)
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Adaptive Management Planning 101 Workshop



Key takeaways

• Importance of communication

• Need for flexibility

• Benefit of early input 

• Being methodical in collecting, 
managing, and sharing data

• Resources are available

https://deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-science-program/interagency-adaptive-management-coordination

Karen Kayfetz, Practice of Adaptive Management Planning

https://deltacouncil.ca.gov/delta-science-program/interagency-adaptive-management-coordination
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Letitia Grenier, The Future of Adaptive Management

Scenario analysis & evaluation
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Key mechanisms

• Structured decision-making

• Pilot studies

• Conceptual models

• Quantitative models

• Funding

Gina Darin, Mechanisms of Adaptive Management 
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Stuart Siegel, Closing the Adaptive Management Loop
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Stay focused – what do decision makers, planners, funders, regulators, 
project designers, community members need to know?

The world is imperfect - the universe of potential sites is not that large and 
the sites do not fall neatly along gradients of applied scientific interest.

In selecting places to examine:
• Consider how representative a site is for prospective future actions
• Consider sites with past and ongoing research to build a more robust 

and cost-effective understanding
• Use clear and concise conceptual models to select metrics that reflect 

ecological functions, climate change threats, etc.

Putting These Opportunities to Use!

Stuart Siegel, Closing the Adaptive Management Loop
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Surprises!

Sarah Estrella Cassie Pinnell, Adaptive Management Surprises and Successes



Successes!

Restoration

Increasing rail 
populations

Forward 
momentum with 

non-native 
Spartina
removal

Marilyn Latta Meg Marriott, Adaptive Management Surprises and Successes
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Five phases of adaptive management governance for socio-
ecological systems

I. Building of social and scientific capital

II. Scaling up

III. Convergence

IV. Implementation and refinement

V. Rapid response

System-scale Adaptive 
Management

Laurel Larsen, The Future of Adaptive Management
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